LUDDENDEN CONSERVATION SOCIETY

NEWSLETTER - SEPfEMBER 1999

Annual General Meeting

At the AGM on Thursday 26th August, Rodney Collinge, the Society Chair,

presented his report covering the year’s activities:

e progress on the car park, with funding coming from soil and rubble tipping

e agreement with the council on the leasing of land adjacent to Dene View,
although a request for access over it to adjacent land is still under
discussion

e further improvements in Luddenden’s position in the Yorkshire in Bloom
competition

e Christmas lights again put up in the central areas.

Rodney concluded by thanking all those Society members and residents who

had worked so hard in many ways to support the Society, including those

who deliver these newsletters.

Peter Kelly, Treasurer, reported that the Society finances continue to be in a
healthy state.

Two possible Millennium projects (creation of a bridleway and a photographic
record of Luddenden at the end of the 20th Century) were discussed and
these will be developed further over the next few meetings.

Luddenden Post Office and Shop

As you probably know, the Luddenden Post Office and Shop is shutting down
on September 25th, when Geoffrey and Joyce Hirst retire. Mrs Dorothy Muir
of the Village Retail Services Association (ViRSA), who lives in Millbank,
explained how a number of villages have successfully set up “community”
shops and Post Offices to meet village needs once a village shop has shut
down. It was agreed to send out a questionnaire to find out what the needs
are and what support there might be for a volunteer-run shop. Mrs Muir has
also had discussions with a group of residents from Midgley, where the
village shop may also be closing.

Please find time to fill in the attached questionnaire, ready for collection on
Friday 17th. As an alternative, you can hand it in at the Post Office during
the following week (or bring it with you to the next meeting!). A Public
Meeting will be held in the Methodist Church Hall at 7.30 p.m. on Friday 1st
October to discuss the next steps. Please come along to show your support.

Next Meeting In view of the Public Meeting, a short meeting will be held at
the Lord Nelson at 7.45 p.m. on Thursday 30th September.
Founded 1975; Registered Charity Number 504387

Officers: Rodney Collinge (Chair & Trustee), Rick Lihou (Vice-Chair), Sue Hoyle (Secretary & Trustee),
Peter Kelly (Treasurer & Trustee), Dilys Marden (Planning Applications Secretary)
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LUDDENDEN CONSERVATION SOCIETY

NEWSLETTER - OCTOBER 1999
Luddenden Post Office and Shop

- We wish Geoffrey and Joyce Hirst all the best for their
M retirement. The Society contributed to a bench to mark the
{ /"\ | occasion, and we hope they will enjoy using it now they have
{u T more time to spend in the garden.
3 \

There was a good response to the questionnaire delivered with last month’s
newsletter. Two thirds of respondents felt that it was very / quite important
that there be a Post Office & Shop in the village. Over half used the PO and
Shop at least weekly; a third used the PO to collect pensions or other
benefits / pay bills; and almost all used it for parcels and stamps. Around 1 in
10 used the PO / Shop daily.

A Public Meeting was held in the Methodist Church Hall on

Friday 1st October to discuss how to keep these facilities in

the village. Mr Sukhvinder Singh who runs Hare’s on

Kershaw Estate came along. He has applied to re-open the

old newsagents opposite Bluebell walk as a Post Office /
Grocery / Off-licence. The next step is a visit to the premises by the Post
Office.

Oats Royd (Murgatroyd) Mill

Mr George Drake attended the monthly meeting and explained that he has
applied for planning permission for a machinery museum and alternative
medicine clinic. The plan includes rebuilding an electricity generating plant
driven by a waterwheel from the mill dam. The Society was pleased to give
the scheme its backing.

Luddenden Conservation Society
Founded 1975; Registered Charity Number 504387
Officers: Rodney Collinge (Chair & Trustee), Rick Lihou (Vice-Chair), Sue Hoyle (Secretary & Trustee),
Peter Kelly (Treasurer & Trustee), Dilys Marden (Planning Applications Secretary)




LUDDENDEN CONSERVATION SOCIETY

NEWSLETTER - OCTOBER 1999
Bench and tree by the brook
Our thanks go to Calderdale Council for re-instating the bench and tree at
the side of the path alongside the brook to High Street Court. Both had
been uprooted by vandals.
Millennium Activities
We are hoping to organise a photographic record of all the buildings in the
village (if possible with residents standing outside in typical clothes!), and
have approached the Lottery for funding.

Seat at top of Old Lane

This seat was provided by the Society some years ago, but has now
disappeared. We are speaking to the Council about replacing it.

Bus shelter at top of Old Lane

This bus shelter has not yet been replaced since it was demolished by a car.
We encourage you to detach the slip at the bottom of this newsletter, fill in
your name and address, sign it and send it to Metro who are responsible for
maintaining the shelters.

Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held at the Lord Nelson at 7.45 p.m. on Thursday
28th October. All are welcome - please come along.

To:  West Yorkshire Passenger Transport Executive (Metro)
40-50 Wellington Street, Leeds, LS1 2DE

RO (Name)

................................................................................................ (Address)

I/'we wish to complain that the bus shelter at the top of Old Lane, Luddenden
has not been replaced since it was destroyed by a car, and urge Metro to
replace it before the winter weather arrives.

Signed: ...




LUDDENDEN POST OFFICE & SHOP — QUESTIONNAIRE RESULTS
Part 1 - About the Post Office
1. Do you think it is important to have a Post Office in Luddenden?
Please circle how important it is to you and your family.
Not important - 1 2 3 - 5 - Very important
4 4 10 12 44

2. Do you or your family currently use the village Post Office?

Yes 70 No / No response 8
3. Which Post Office services do you use?:

Pensions/DSS payments (child benefit etc.) 26
Postage stamps 70
TV licence stamps B
Telephone stamps 12
Parcels 55
Postal Orders 12
Girobank/savings bank 10
Paying bills 35

4. How often do you use the Post Office?

Daily or Daily / Weekly 6
Weekly 37
Monthly or Occasionally 29

5. When do you most use the Post Office?

Mornings only 24
Mornings and Saturdays 2
Afternoons only 26

Afternoons and Saturdays
Mornings and Afternoons
Saturdays only

All three

AN W

6. If the Post Office was not open five and half days would you still use it as you do
now?

Yes 66




Part 2 - About the Village Shop

7. Do you think it is important to have a shop in Luddenden?

Please circle how important it is to you and your family.

Not important - 1 2 3 4 5 - Very important
S 9 9 8 41

8. Do you or your family currently use the village shop?
Yes 60 No / No response 18

If you prefer to shop elsewhere, please explain why
One stop shop at supermarket where more choice and cheaper

Not open when return from work

9. Do you do your main shopping at the village shop?
Yes 3

10. How often do you use the village shop?

Daily or Daily / Weekly 8
Weekly 35
Monthly or Occasionally 26

11. When do you most use the village shop?

Mornings only 16
Mornings and Saturdays 4
Afternoons only 28
Afternoons and Saturdays 2
Mornings and Afternoons 4
Saturdays only 7
All three 4

12. If the village shop was not open five and half days would you still use it as you do
now?

Yes 56

13. If a community / volunteer village shop was established would you volunteer your
services?
Yes 11

14. How many people are there in your household?
Children 73 Adults 117 Retired 25
15. Are you interested in coming along to a public meeting to discuss ideas on

operating a volunteer shop?
Yes 25




LUDDENDEN CONSERVATION SOCIETY

Recently, a plan was submitted to Calderdale MBC to convert the
bottom side (east side) of Oats Royd Mills (the former Murgatroyd’s
Mills) to 40 housing units. The plans have been drawn up by a firm
called Woodhall Planning and Conservation, of Leeds, who
specialise in converting buildings which are ‘listed’, and of historic
interest. The property company is called Property Renaissance of
Silsden.

Obviously, a development of this size will greatly affect the area,
particularly in terms of traffic generated and in a number of other
ways. The Luddenden Conservation Society has organised a meet-
ing in the Luddenden Methodist Church schoolroom, on Tuesday 9th
November, at 8pm. Representatives of Property Renaissance have
been invited to this meeting and have accepted, as they are keen to
hear the views of people on the project. So that people will have
some idea of the plans being submitted, they have agreed to
produce this leaflet, which is being distributed by members of the
Conservation Society in both Luddenden and Booth. At the meet-

ing, they will explain their plans in more detail, and will be available
to answer questions on it.

If you are interested in the plans, or have any views on the proposed
development, please make an effort to come to this meeting on the
9th November. Afterwards, the Luddenden Conservation Society
will send a letter to Calderdale, summing up the views of the
meeting.




THE PAST

A thriving, successful textile
mill providing employment for
1e inhabitants of Luddenden
and Booth, walking each day to
and from Oats Royd on one of
the many cobbled paths,
vehicular traffic initially
horsedrawn then leading to
motorised commercial vehicles,
small by comparison with
modern day standards.

Q.\/Iore recently part occupied by a
packaging firm whose service
and delivery vehicles — large
articulated lorries - created
problems along the narrow roads
around Luddenden.

i

THE FACTS

The proposals of 40 residential
units, all within the footprint of the
original mill buildings, are
calculated to be sufficient to
provide for the costly restoration of
Oats Royd Mill.

" A new industrial user would
generate the following traffic
movements:

Oats Royd Mill

Luddenden

THE PRESENT

A derelict listed building, sad
reminder of the past, attracting
petty criminals, vandals and drug
users. Unattractive to current day
industrialists with their large
service vehicles and locational
requirements of close proximity to
motorways and arterial routes.

THE FUTURE

A conversion project which will
sensitively repair and restore Oats
Royd to its original grandeur,
completely within its existing and

Large vehicles ..Journeys
throughout the day along New Road
and beyond.

Service Vans etc .. Journeys
throughout the day, from all
directions.

Employees vehicles ... Journeys

throughout the day, from all
directions.

original  buildings with no
encroachment into the
surrounding green fields.

At the same time, providing
quality, innovative residential
accommodation, particularly
attractive to young, working
couples who would enjoy being
part of the history of Oats
Royd, and worthwhile
members of the Luddenden
community.

Apart from service vehicles
(already passing along the
local road network to serve
existing properties) traffic will
be limited to private -cars,
totally accommodated within
the site.

The proposed residential use of
predominantly professional or
local employment based occupiers
would generate some additional
movement at peak times, but few
school run movements and
minimal movement between 9am
and 5pm.







