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"Smoke hangs like haze over harvested fields, The gold of stubble, the brown of turned earth 
And you walk under the red light of fall. The scent of fallen apples, the dust of threshed grain  
the sharp, gentle chill of fall. Here as we move into the shadows of autumn, The night that brings the 
morning of spring come to us, Lord of Harvest. Teach us to be thankful for the gifts you bring us..." –
 Autumn Equinox Ritual – 22

nd
 September 2013 

 

 News from the village 

The first week of August saw the “bloomers” busy around the village prior to the judging. The team   swept 
kerb edges and paths, weeded and picked up rubbish and along with the churchyard group carried out an 
emergency makeover around the entrance after the pathway was finished.  Michael Harrop and his team at 
Calderdale supported the team by mowing and weeding public areas along with sending in the road 
sweepers and (very surprisingly) resurfacing part of Stocks Lane. The few showers we experienced prior to 
judging helped refresh the planting in the village not to mention saving on watering. Thanks to everyone in 
the village as it was obvious that you had all been busy doing your bit to aid our efforts.   

 

   Judging Day 

The Britain in Bloom 2013 judges, Mark Wasilewski and Mel Henley were met by one of the team and 
brought to the village on Friday 9th August. There the Deputy Mayoress and Consort of Calderdale, Gill 
Smith-Moorhouse, Rodney Collinge, and the Bloom Team greeted them. After a photo shoot and a 
presentation about the village, the start of the judging commenced and Mel and Mark were shown around 
Luddenden where they were able to meet other groups involved in making Luddenden bloom. Many thanks 
go to the Conservation Group, Gardening club, Barry Dyson, Keith, Sue and the Guides along with Debbie 
our Landlady of the Lord Nelson who was able to announce to the judges she had just won the Enterprise 
Pub Floral Competition. Congratulations to Debbie and Jeff for their efforts, which were well received by 
our judges.  The tour ended with a wonderful lunch prepared by Joan.  They were then sent on their way 
home laden down with veg off the plant table and "bloom" greeting cards, all of which they paid for!   We 
now have to wait until the autumn to find out how the village fared. Once again, thanks to all villagers for 
their help and for everyone who was there on the day and made the judges visit so successful. Our thanks 
also goes to Mel and Mark who were so very relaxed going round the village it made any nerves disappear 
and thus ensured a memorable day.  
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Gardening tips for September 

If you havn’t already done so now is the time to start off a making compost heap. It is essential to replace 
the goodness in soil and autumn produces quantities of garden waste that will add invaluable organic 
richness back into your soil next spring. Remember to add a variety of different materials; spent vegetable 
plants are ideal but NEVER add diseased or pest-ridden material to your compost heap - it will nurture 
whatever villain you are trying to eliminate with loving care. Keep weeding; most perennial weeds are 
susceptible to weed killer this month and systemic weed killers will carry on working throughout the 
winter. Should September turn into an Indian summer, remember to keep watering thoroughly once or 
twice a week rather than little and often.  Plan for spring by buying daffodil, tulip and other bulbs as they 
appear in garden centres or catalogues. Pick apples and pears as they ripen and store the best in a cool 
dark place. As room becomes available pot up and take cuttings from tender perennials and bring them 
into the greenhouse.  Collect seed from hollyhocks, delphiniums and lupins to name but a few and sow in 
pots. Start off broad bean seeds in modules and plant out in the veg patch once they are well rooted.  
  
Volunteers 
 
Both the Bloom Group and Barry Dyson (mobile 0777 199 7405) of the cemetery group are still looking for 
extra pairs of hands to help with ongoing work.  
 
 

 Dates for the diary 
 
Mayor Making      7

th
 September from 3pm 

Ada Brook Trophy Judging   August 
Britain in Bloom Awards   Saturday 12

th
 Oct 

Christmas Wreath Competition  December 
 
 

 Eric’s View 

On a bright morning around 7am my sleep was disturbed by dozens of swallows flying over the trees in the 
village. It was a sight to behold and lasted about 15minutes. Thankfully they moved on and I was able to 
curl up and go back to sleep. It was though one of the highlights of summer. Derek has been busy again 
despite being under the weather. So hope you are feeling better. Do you know what a Ringlet butterfly 
looks like or a Swallowtail moth? Check out Derek’s report on the website www.luddenden.com on my 
Eric’s View link and you will see. Sadly our summer visitors the swifts have gone but there is plenty of 
wildlife in and around the village. My friend Kath on her early morning walks with the dogs has seen a male 
roe deer on several occasions and she also has a young robin in her garden. To help all young birds keep 
putting food out so they have a good chance of surviving a hard winter should we get one. 


