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“The great events of life often leave one unmoved; they pass out of consciousness, and, when one 
thinks of them, become unreal. Even the scarlet flowers of passion seem to grow in the same 
meadow as the poppies of oblivion”. Oscar Wilde 1854-1900 Poet and Novelist. 

 

News from the village  

The weather appears to be on the turn and at long last the rainy period we have had this winter 
appears to be over. The village is looking very cheerful with all the spring flowers now in full bloom. 
The team have been out and about this last few weeks and one of the main things we have done has 
been to move the gunneras and iris from the old Methodist chapel with the new owners blessing, as 
he is now busy with converting it into living accommodation. Having noticed a gunnera on the 
opposite side of the river to the church, that has been flourishing these last few years, it was decided 
to replant them in the wild flower meadow on the riverbank. The clumps dug up were fairly big so they 
have been split and planted out to form an edge near to the weir where it is hoped the higher 
temperatures and moist conditions will encourage them to grow. The iris was planted along the bank 
edge where several years ago the team planted yellow flag rhizomes that have gradually spread to 
form attractive clumps.  

Unfortunately despite the teams best efforts these last two years to create a wild flower meadow, a 
new bonfire area was made last November which has damaged a large section that had been sown 
with a wildflower perennial seed mix in spring 2013.  We have once again cleared away the damage 
and re-sown the location with a further seed mix of wildflowers, both annual and perennial, in an effort 
to improve the riverbank for wildlife.  

There is a clearly defined area for a bonfire and the team would ask that the organisers of the annual 
bonfire event use this. Should the meadow be damaged again we are unlikely to continue with this 
project which would be a shame as encouraging wildlife in the village, when they are under threat 
elsewhere, has always been one of our aims   

The bloom team’s moss scarifier was given its first work out, and several old compost bags were 
filled. Thanks goes to Sue and Gerald for allowing us to be let loose on their lawns to collect this 
valuable commodity. The moss collected will now be used to refresh all the hayracks around the 
village when we come to plant out the summer bedding. It is also better for the environment as 
sphagnum moss collected from bog land has a negative impact on wildlife and also cost the public 
money when it is bought from garden centres. You don’t need a machine to collect the moss from 
your own lawn, just buy a scarifying rake and it will do just as well on small areas. 

Sue and Gerald have also kindly donated a large assortment of perennial plants that they have dug 
up and divided out of their garden. So come to the first plant sale to see what’s on offer, and as it has 
grown and thrived in the valley, the plants are sure to survive in the village.  
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Gardening tips for May 

 
If you have grown your own sweet peas now is the time to plant them out. We hope to have some for 
sale at the first plant sale if you haven’t grown your own. Salad plants should be hardened off and then 
planted out, but keep an ear out for the weather as late spring frosts can damage tender plants. Dahlias 
can be planted out during late May but remember they and other plants will need support as they grow. 
Plan your summer bedding displays but again don’t plant out unprotected if frosts are forecast. Dig up 
and split large clumps of primroses once they have flowered. Plants such as Phlox, sedums, solidago 
and heleniums can be given the “Chelsea” chop this month. Cutting back half of the growth now causes 
the plants to branch out and make more flowers during summer. Tomatoes, cucumbers and peppers 
should be planted in the greenhouse during May. In the veg plot sow swede, beetroot, peas and runner 
beans.  Beware of slugs, snails, green, black and white fly and treat as appropriate.  
 
 

 Dates for the diary 

 

1st Plant Sale (Toms, Veg, Perennials)                     Saturday 17th May-Village Car park 10-2 
2nd Plant Sale (Toms, Veg, Perennials, Bedding)     Saturday 31st May-Village Car park 10-2 
Midgley Open Gardens                 14th & 15th June 
Conservation Heritage Day              Saturday 28th June 
St Mary’s Summer Fayre              Saturday 5th July 
St Mary’s WW 1 100th Anniversary Service              Sunday 3rd August   
 
              

 Eric’s View 
 

My friend Trevor now has a pair of robins nesting in an old watering can. My robins are still visiting the 
bird feeders and most probably nesting nearby but I don’t know where. I had a Tree Creeper in the 
garden last week but I haven’t seen it come back. Starling, blackbirds’ finches and Dunnocks are all 
popping in and out, which makes the garden very busy at times. I’ve seen several bumblebees 
coming out of the wall at the top of the garden, so I’m assuming they are making their home in the 
nooks and crannies. My first Peacock butterfly of the year is regularly seen on sunny days in my 
garden and has joined the Tortoishells that have been about since the beginning of April.   Derek’s 
blog on the website has a comprehensive list of sightings and I hope he will soon report that the 
swallows and swifts have arrived in the village for summer. 


